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January 16, 2022

Dear BPS Students and Families,

We are so happy to be welcoming students and staff back to in-person learning
tomorrow. It will be great having the whole Wolf Pack together again! We would like to
extend our gratitude to all staff who have worked so hard these past two weeks to make
learning engaging for all students. We would also like to thank our school community,
parents/guardians, for all your support.

There is a winter storm warning in effect for tomorrow, January 17th. Please keep an eye
out for news around possible bus cancellations. In the event that buses are cancelled
due to the weather, parents will be responsible for picking their children up by 3:40pm.

We would like to ask our families to please read through the detailed information
provided in the email that we sent out Friday afternoon. The message sent to parents
from the OCDSB can also be found below.

Parents are required to complete a Covid-19 screening before sending their child to
school or daycare each day. If your child will be absent from school for any reason,
please contact absentBPS@ocdsb.ca and explain the reason for the absence. This
helps greatly in reducing the number of calls our office staff have to make every
morning.

Please be sure to continue to check OSTA’s website for any potential daily short term
bus cancellations. See the statement from OSTA about the return to school in the
section below.  Parents can receive alerts about bus cancellations by registering for
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alerts in the parent portal here: https://ostabusplanner.ottawaschoolbus.ca/Login or on
their website at www.ottawaschoolbus.ca.

A reminder to all families that Friday, January 21st is a PA Day and there will be no
school for students. As always, if you have any questions or would like to get in touch
with us, please do not hesitate to reach out.

Be well,

Trent Taniguchi and Vanessa Ogungbemile

In this edition of “From The Wolf Pack”:

● From the District
● Message from OSTA
● Voilà Learning
● Menard Safety Courses
● From the Library
● From School Council

FROM THE DISTRICT:

Dear OCDSB Families,

We look forward to welcoming students back to in-person learning on January 17, 2022. The many recent
transitions have been challenging for families and there are mixed feelings about the timing of the return to
in-person learning. We know that school is an important part of student learning and well-being. We also know
that the safety and well-being of staff and students is stronger with our collective commitment to public health
guidance. This includes:

● Daily screening for symptoms and staying home when symptomatic;
● Wearing a well-fitted mask;
● Maintaining physical distancing;
● Ensuring proper hand hygiene;
● Getting vaccinated;
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● Respecting the privacy, rights and opinions of others;

School staff, like families, are trying to balance their professional responsibilities with their personal safety and
family obligations. These are stressful times for everyone and now more than ever, it is so important that we
take a moment to pause, reflect and respond, rather than react.

With Omicron, things are changing very rapidly. The province has announced many changes to school
operations, case reporting and communication protocols. Things will be different when students return to
in-person learning and we will all need patience as we adjust to these changes. We hear your questions and
are working to provide answers.

On Monday, OSTA will resume transportation services and OCDSB child care and extended day programs
will resume. Below you will find more detailed information about the work underway to prepare for the
reopening of schools. Please review this information carefully. You can also read this information on our
website. Stay tuned for more updates.

On behalf of all of the staff at the OCDSB, I want to reassure you that we are committed to working together
to make the transition back to in-person learning as smooth as possible for our students.

Thank you for your patience and support.

Sincerely,

Camille Williams-Taylor

Director of Education

COVID-19 Update - Preparing for the Return to In-Person Learning on January 17, 2022

Please read the Special Statement released by Dr. Vera Etches, Chief Medical Officer dated January 12,
2022.

"Omicron cannot be stopped altogether. But we can work to blunt the peak and slow transmission
so that hospitals can maintain capacity to deliver care."

Update: Please Use Ontario COVID-19 Daily Screening Tool

Students, parents and staff - please use the provincial COVID-19 screening tool every morning to determine
whether or not attend school in-person. The updated provincial screening tool is available in English and in
French.  Use this OPH flowchart to understand symptoms and isolation requirements.

Masks and Mask Usage

Schools will be distributing 3-ply cloth masks to students in schools beginning the week of January 17.
Students in K-12 should wear a high quality mask that is well-fitted. In cold weather, masks worn outdoors can
become damp or wet; families may wish to send an extra mask for outdoor play. For more information about
mask wearing, guidelines, and recommendations, please visit Ottawa Public Health’s website.

Rapid Antigen Tests

Two Rapid Antigen Tests (RATs) will be provided to each elementary student. We hope to distribute these
next week, once the Ministry shipment has been received. We expect to receive additional tests for secondary
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at a later date. These are to be used if students are showing symptoms of COVID-19. If a student receives
two negative tests and no longer has any symptoms of COVID-19, they can return to school. To learn how to
use a Rapid Antigen Test, instructions are available in multiple languages.

Absence Reporting

The province has changed the Covid reporting process. Schools and child care operators will no longer be
routinely notifying families of positive cases or if an individual is absent due to symptoms associated with
COVID-19. Moving forward, schools will monitor absenteeism rates and report daily on student and staff
absences and school closures. We are working through the new Ministry direction and this reporting is
scheduled to begin on January 24, 2022. Principals will be required to notify their local public health unit if
absenteeism rises to a defined level (approximately 30% above their baseline) in schools.

Student Attendance

While we all recognize the value of in-person learning experiences for children and youth, we know that some
families may not yet be ready to have children return to school in person. As always, we ask that parents and
caregivers inform the school of student absences. Regardless of the reason for the student’s absence,
students not attending school can continue to engage with their class and learning materials asynchronously
through their Google Classroom or Virtual Learning Environment.

Staffing Shortages - Possibility of Class or School Closures

Similar to other sectors in our community, schools may be impacted by staffing shortages. We will make every
effort to keep classes and schools open, but if we cannot operate safely, a class or school may have to pivot
to remote learning until we can arrange for appropriate coverage. If this happens, we will make every effort to
advise parents the night before. We encourage parents to have contingency plans in place and to monitor
your email for updates.

Ventilation

The OCDSB has invested $25 million in school ventilation upgrades. All of our schools meet or exceed the
ASHRAE recommendations for school HVAC operation during the pandemic. In addition, we have 2300
standalone HEPA units in schools, and an additional 81 standalone HEPA filter units coming from the Ontario
government. Take a look at our updated OCDSB ventilation webpage.

Vaccines - Drop-in availability

Ottawa Public Health’s Community Clinics are now open to all for drop-in appointments for a first, second, or
booster dose. Please visit the OPH website for clinic dates and times.  Information regarding school-based
vaccine clinics will be available towards the end of January.

Mental health and wellness

Next week there will be virtual drop-in sessions with our OCDSB mental health team. Parents can hear from
and ask questions to our mental health professionals. Learn more on our website

The OCDSB mental health team has prepared some simple tips to support students and parents with
well-being during these transitions between in-person and remote learning. Learn more about these and other
resources.
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MESSAGE FROM OSTA
OSTA has  shared the following update with families about the return to school on January
17th.
“Yellow school bus and van service for grades Kindergarten to 12 will be reinstated on Monday,
January 17, 2022. OC Transpo will resume service to all secondary schools on this day as well.
Students with special needs will continue to receive transportation via van and wheelchair bus.
Short- and Long-Term Cancellations

In the coming weeks, there may be an increase in service disruptions related to COVID-19 and the
Omicron variant. As drivers self-isolate due to the potential risk of virus transmission, short-term
cancellations may occur day to day. Depending on circumstances, some routes may return to
normal within a day or two, while others may be cancelled for a longer period of time.

As a reminder, short-term cancellations will be posted to OSTA’s delay and cancellation page for
day-to-day cancellations. Any long-term cancellations will be posted to our long-term OCDSB and
OCSB cancellations lists.

We know that maintaining transportation services for your family is critical, and that’s why we
continue to work with our Operators and OC Transpo to minimize service impacts for families…”

You can read the full message here: OSTA Update.

VOILA LEARNING:

Please see the information below about free Access to French Online Homework Help and
Practice for K-12 Students

Voilà Live’s Virtual Immersion Campus provides students with live, online support from
Ontario teachers, as students practice their French; get homework help in French, English
and Math; and play communicative French games. The Virtual Immersion Campus will be
open Mondays to Thursdays, 5:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m., from October 1, 2021 to May 31, 2022
(excluding school breaks). To register:

1. Visit https://voilalearning.com/en/ohh-registration

2. Click on ‘My school board is registered’

3. Complete the form and use the code: OCDSB0
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4. You will receive a link to download the platform the next day

You can send your child’s homework to homework@voilalearning.com before accessing the
platform.

MENARD SAFETY COURSES:
Menard Safety Courses continues to offer many online courses for students including the
Online Babysitting Course, virtual Home Alone workshops for grades 4 to 6 and virtual
Safety workshops for grades 1 to 3. Get more information on their website at
https://menardsafetycourses.ca.

FROM THE LIBRARY:
Mrs. Randall, our extraordinary Library Technician, continues to work hard this year
providing staff and students with STEM challenges, read-alouds and promoting literacy
resources that support the learning that happens every day here at BPS.

Our Barrhaven Public School virtual library is another excellent resource that families can
visit to access books and activities in French and English. Please visit the Barrhaven PS
virtual library here: https://sites.google.com/ocdsb.ca/barrhaven-librarys-site/home

Thank you, Mrs. Randall!

FROM SCHOOL COUNCIL:

BPS Spirit Wear
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Barrhaven Public School has spirit! Every Friday is the day to show off your pride by wearing
BPS spirit wear. Families can order from a variety of t-shirts, sweaters, pants and more at
the following website: https://barrhavenpublicschool.entripyshops.com/

Staff and students are also invited to wear school colours (blue and yellow) every Friday!

UPCOMING DATES:

January 17- Return to In-Person learning
January 21- PA Day (No school for students)
January 26- Kindergarten Promotion evening

https://barrhavenpublicschool.entripyshops.com/

